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AUTHENTIC CHRISTMAS IN LAPLAND 
Guaranteed departures throughout December 2020 

Groups, families and single travelers, min 6 max 12 partecipants 
 

 
 

Imagine a faraway, untouched place, where at night the sky is tinged with wonderful colors and the legend of the spirits communicating from the overworld 
echo in the words of the local people: that place exists and it is called Lapland!  
Set off with LappOne-The five senses of Lapland to experience unique and unforgettable emotions in the pristine valley of the Tornio River, on the border 
between Swedish and Finnish Lapland, in a land untouched by mass tourism, rich in culture, history, traditions and wonderful landscapes.   
This tour is designed for those who want to experience the atmosphere of authentic Christmas in Lapland  outside the tourist routed, in an absolutely 
isolated setting, and with wonderful experiences suitable for everyone.  
 

THE TOUR IN A NUTSHELL 

Guaranteed departures: 3, 10, 17, 22 December 2020 

Duration: 4 nights (with possible extension) 

Meals: full board: continental buffet breakfast, light snack and dinner are included every day 

Activities: husky, reindeer, day on ice, sauna and hot tub, fishermen village visit, snowmobile safari, Christmas tree 
Difficulty: suitable for everyone, including children, in normal physical shape and without walking impairments  

Climate: arctic, ranging from cold and humid to very cold and dry. Temperature extremes: 0oC to -30oC 

Winter gear: included, available through the whole tour 
Transfer: private VIP minibus or vehicle with dedicated driver 

Tour leader: English-speaking 

Distance covered: around 600 km 

Countries: Finland - Sweden 
Arrival and departure airport: Kemi-Tornio (KEM), Finland (transfer to/from the airport: 1h) 
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DAY 1 – WELCOME TO LAPLAND!  
Arrival at Kemi-Tornio (KEM) airport. We will welcome you personally with a sign and transfer in a private vehicle to your hotel, located in Hulkoffgården, 
on the Swedish shore of the river Torne (1h transfer). Your villa is part of the rural resort that is managed with love by Pia and Kurt. The resort includes a 
restaurant, situated in the old granary and specialized in local gourmet dishes. The restaurant has been listed for years in the popular White Guide. The 
menu is centered on local food, cooked with traditional recipes. Most of the ingredients are locally produced in the adjoining farm. You will stay in double 
rooms with shared facilities in recently renewed wooden villa (single room and mini-apartment options available). This fascinating villa is furnished with class 
and style, and it also has a big sauna, a fireplace and a kitchen. The Hulfoff mansion had the privilege of accommodating also His Royal Highness the King of 
Sweden during one of his hunting expeditions a few years back.  
Upon arrival, a welcome dinner will be served the restaurant. We will tell you all about the place and the travel program. After you settle down, given the 
right weather conditions we’ll have our first aurora hunt in the surroundings of the cottage.  
Throughout the whole stay, you will be able to use our arctic gear, including overall, boots and socks. Please bring your own hat and gloves.  

 

DAY 2 – DECORATE YOUR CHRISTMAS TREE AND MEET SANTA! 
After a buffet breakfast, it’s time to fetch and decorate our Christmas tree. We will wear snowshoes (provided there is enough snow!) and walk through 
the wood until we find a suitable tree. During the walk, we will learn to recognize the tree types that grow in this area – many more than you think! We will 
then cut the tree and bring it to the cottage, where we can decorate it.  

All this happens during the fantastic midday dawn: in this period the sun never entirely sets above the horizon, which makes for fantastic light conditions 
that last many hours across midday: a photographer’s and nature lover’s heaven! 

Later on we will be able to have sauna, after which we will enjoy a great Christmas buffet dinner. In case you have been good, Santa will knock on your 
door and bring you and your children the best presents – a fantastic experience for all ages! 

After Santa leaves back to his home in the depth of the Lappish forest, we take time to observe Northern Lights again, given the right conditions.  

 

  
 

DAY 3 – REINDEER AND HUSKY SLEDGE 
After a hearty buffet breakfast, we reach Simo (1h20’ transfer) where we visit a reindeer farm. Watch these wonderful animals as they calmly eat the food 
you have just given them! A sled run around a short ring gives you a hint of how people moved around in the old times.  

A snack is served in the kota, the typical circular-shaped wooden house where locals gather to socialize. 

In the afternoon we reach Honkamaa (45 mins) for a Siberian husky sled safari. A fantastic experience amidst untouched wilderness, surrounded by the 
world’s sweetest dogs. Upon arrival we meet the musher and her staff. The dogs howl and get excited when they see you: don’t worry, as they are only 
impatient to get started! After a short security briefing, we start a fairy-tale journey in the middle of the old forest that surrounds our farm. The safari may 
cover 2 to 5 km, depending on snow and ice condition and temperature (dogs perform better with frigid temperatures). At the end, we gather in the kota 
where you are offered a hot drink and can talk about life in the Arctic.  

A typical dinner is served at the husky farm, followed by a fabulous opportunity to hunt for Northern Lights in the vicinity of the kennel. The remote location 
of the kennel makes for a unique experience.  

Return by midnight to your cottage (1h transfer).  

Again, we can observe the aurora from a nearby location. The low light pollution of this area makes it possible to see the aurora nearly every night when the 
weather is clear.  

 

TRAVEL PROGRAMME 
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DAY 4 – ARCTIC LANDSCAPES AND SHAMAN RITUAL  
After breakfast, we transfer to Juoksenki (1h), where we will cross the Arctic Circle and take a group picture.  

We then move back to Matarenki, where we visit a woodcraft workshop. The Korkeaniemi family welcomes us to their shop and lets us take part in the 
making of a souvenir (in this case, a typical wooden cup called kuksa). The cup will stay yours for life. We will have time for a quick visit to the marvelous 
17th century wooden church.  

We then climb up to Aavasaksanvaara, where we can see the endless view from one of the highest hills of the area. This place has also a historic 
significance, as here lies the Keisarinmaja, the oldest hotel of Lapland.  

We then drive down to Korpikylä, where we prepare for a shaman ritual. Ryshaya Vetma will gather us around the fire and, through a card-based ritual, will 
tell us the message that comes from deep inside us. The experience is intense, and a great closure for your Lapland stay.  

Dinner is served in the Hulkoff mansion, where you’ll taste locally grown organic beef – likely the best meat of your life!  

 

  
 

DAY 5 – GOODBYE LAPLAND! 
After breakfast, transfer to the airport (40 minutes) for your return flight, end of the tour. 

 

OPTIONAL DAY WITH EXTRA NIGHT –  RIDE A SNOWMOBILE AND LEARN LOCAL TRADITIONS  
After breakfast, we will transfer to the Swedish shore of the river (approximately 15 minutes by bus or 5 minutes by sledge if the ice conditions are safe). 
Here, after a security briefing, we will start our fantastic snowmobile tour across the snowy forest, lasting approximately 2 hours. Every scooter is driven by 
one of you, with another sitting at the back. Driver and passenger can exchange around mid-way.  Snowmobile driving requires good physical shape and a 
valid B driver license. In case you do not feel like driving you can still enjoy the safari while sitting behind our guides or another passenger 

Upon return we will visit the Kukkola fishermen village, with houses dating back to the 1700s. One of them will host us while we learn how to make bread 
the traditional way, around the open fire. You can then eat your bread together with a delicious dressing – a wonderful opportunity for a very special lunch. 

Our goodbye dinner is served in the fantastic local restaurant with view on the Kukkola rapids. We then return home for some more northern light chasing. 
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PRICES 
• Adults: €1390 

• Children 4-11 €990  

• Children 0-3 in additional bed: free of charge 

SUPPLEMENTS 
• Single room: €190 

• Mini-apartment with own WC/shower and exclusive entrance (2-4 people): €100 per person 
 
The tour is suitable for people of all ages. Children up to 3 years old travel free of charge. 
Supplement for optional day: €490 (adults), €390 (children) 
Supplement for transfer to/from Oulu, Luleå, Rovaniemi airports: €50 per person each way (min 4 people) 
 

THE PRICE INCLUDES LA QUOTA NON INCLUDE: 
Accommodation as described 
All listed meals, including water, coffee and tea 
All listed activities 
All transfer in private vehicle 
Entrance tickets for included activities 
Rental of arctic clothes (boots, overall, socks) for the duration of the tour 
English-speaking tour leader 

Return flights from your home airport  
Airport tax 
Compulsory travel insurance 
Snowmobile (optional activity: €190 adults, €90 children) 
Alcoholic or soft drinks 
Extras (souvenirs, etc.) 
Everything that is not explicitly mentioned in the tour program 

 
Please contact us in order to get the best quotes for your flights and compulsory travel insurance. 
 
Northern lights are unpredictable natural phenomenon, and In spite of our experience we cannot guarantee that you will be able to observe them. However, we will do our best 
so that the observation chances are greatest. Our photography guides will assist you throughout your stay so as to get the best shots in every situation. 
 
Recommended photo equipment, should you wish to take pictures, we recommend a reflex or last-generation mirrorless camera, a wide angle lens (under 30 mm) supporting 
aperture f2.8 or lower, a tripod and a rucksack for easy transportation of your photo equipment.  
  
Please note: activities can be swapped, shortened or cancelled due to weather conditions. In the unlikely case of activity cancellation we will do our best to replace the cancelled 
activity with another one of similar value. No refund will be due in any case due to weather. 
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YOUR COUNTRYSIDE LODGE 
Hulkoffgården 
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